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London has been destroyed in a blitz of bombs and disease. The only ones who have 
survived are children, among them Gwen Darling and her siblings, Joanna and Mikey. They 
spend their nights scavenging and their days avoiding the ruthless Marauders -- the German 
army led by Captain Hanz Otto Oswald Kretschmer. Unsure if the virus has spread past 
England's borders but desperate to leave, Captain Hook hunts for a cure, which he thinks can 
be found in one of the survivors. He and his Marauders stalk the streets snatching children for 
experimentation. None ever return. Until the day they grab Joanna. As Gwen sets out to save 
her, she meets a daredevil boy named Pete. Pete offers the assistance of his gang of Lost 
Boys and the fierce sharpshooter Bella, who have all been living in a city hidden underground. 
But in a place where help has a steep price and every promise is bound by blood, it will cost 
Gwen. And are she, Pete, the Lost Boys, and Bella enough to outsmart Captain Hook? 
(Amazon.com) 
 

 

 
What if you couldn’t touch anything in the outside world? Never breathe in the fresh air, feel 
the sun warm your face . . . or kiss the boy next door? In Everything, Everything, Maddy is a 
girl who’s literally allergic to the outside world, and Olly is the boy who moves in next door . . . 
and becomes the greatest risk she’s ever taken. (Amazon.com) 
 



 

 
In his meteoric, thirteen-year rise to fame, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. led a mass movement for 
Civil Rights with relentless peaceful, non-violent protests, public demonstrations, and eloquent 
speeches. But as violent threats cast a dark shadow over Dr. King's life, James Earl Ray, a 
bizarre, racist, prison escapee tragically ends King's life. Swanson transports readers back to 
one of the most shocking, sad, and terrifying events in American history. (Amazon.com) 
 
 

 

 
Catrina and her family are moving to the coast of Northern California because her little sister, 
Maya, is sick. Cat isn't happy about leaving her friends for Bahía de la Luna, but Maya has 
cystic fibrosis and will benefit from the cool, salty air that blows in from the sea. As the girls 
explore their new home, a neighbor lets them in on a secret: There are ghosts in Bahía de la 
Luna. Maya is determined to meet one, but Cat wants nothing to do with them. As the time of 
year when ghosts reunite with their loved ones approaches, Cat must figure out how to put 
aside her fears for her sister's sake -- and her own. (Amazon.com) 
 

 

 

In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas is shy and 
kindhearted and feels out of place in his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia Somerset, who is 
deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly lonely, and she loves everything about nature. Kaori 
Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psychic, whose little sister, Gen, is always following her around. 
And Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids would just stop being so different so he can 
concentrate on basketball. 

They aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig 
at the bottom of a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an epic quest to find 



missing Virgil. Through luck, smarts, bravery, and a little help from the universe, a rescue is 
performed, a bully is put in his place, and friendship blooms. (Amazon.com) 

 

 

 
Aleja is a Daughter, a woman raised from childhood to serve the goddess Queen that rules 
Corazon. Every generation one Daughter is chosen to give her body to be the Vessel of the 
Queen’s spirit. Aleja accepts the honor willingly until she discovers her sacrifice will not be for 
the good of Corazon’s people, but for a lie that keeps them slaves to a sinister cabal.  
 
Rather than accept her fate, Aleja fights back against her captors. In order to survive, Aleja 
must reject everything about the world she thought she knew, and learn that even rules in 
stone can be broken. (Amazon.com) 
 

 

 
Fifteen-year-old Will has a gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother 
Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s 
where Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun 
that was his brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s 
after. Or does he? 
 
As the elevator stops on each floor, someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a 
piece to a bigger story than the one he thinks he knows. A story that might never know an 
END…if Will gets off that elevator.  (Amazon.com) 
 



 

 
Out of gratitude for the poet’s art form, Newbery Award–winning author and poet Kwame 
Alexander, with Chris Colderley and Marjory Wentworth, present original poems that pay 
homage to twenty famed poets who have made the authors’ hearts sing and their minds 
wonder. Stunning mixed-media images by Ekua Holmes, winner of a Caldecott Honor and a 
John Steptoe New Talent Illustrator Award, complete the celebration and invite the reader to 
listen, wonder, and perhaps even pick up a pen.  (Amazon.com) 
 

 

 
Daniel’s life revolves around hiding his obsessive compulsive disorder—until he gets a 
mysterious note that changes everything. 
 
Daniel is the back-up punter for the Erie Hills Elephants. Which really means he’s the water 
boy. He spends football practice perfectly arranging water cups—and hoping no one notices. 
Actually, he spends most of his time hoping no one notices his strange habits—he calls them 
Zaps: avoiding writing the number four, for example, or flipping a light switch on and off 
dozens of times over. He hopes no one notices that he’s crazy, especially his best friend Max, 
and Raya, the prettiest girl in school. His life gets weirder when another girl at school, who is 
unkindly nicknamed Psycho Sara, notices him for the first time. She doesn’t just notice him: 
she seems to peer through him. 
 
Then Daniel gets a note: “I need your help,” it says, signed, Fellow Star Child—whatever that 
means. And suddenly Daniel, a total no one at school, is swept up in a mystery that might 
change everything for him.  (Amazon.com) 
 



 

 
Paige Turner has just moved to New York with her family, and she's having some trouble 
adjusting to the big city. In the pages of her sketchbook, she tries to make sense of her new 
life, including trying out her secret identity: artist. As she makes friends and starts to explore 
the city, she slowly brings her secret identity out into the open, a process that is equal parts 
terrifying and rewarding.  (Amazon.com) 
 

 

 

It was April 5, 1943, and the Gestapo would arrive any minute. Dietrich Bonhoeffer had been 
expecting this day for a long time. He had put his papers in order—and left a few notes 
specifically for Hitler’s men to see. Two SS agents climbed the stairs and told the boyish-
looking Bonhoeffer to come with them. He calmly said good-bye to his parents, put his Bible 
under his arm, and left. Upstairs there was proof, in his own handwriting, that this quiet young 
minister was part of a conspiracy to kill Adolf Hitler. 

This compelling, brilliantly researched account includes the remarkable discovery that 
Bonhoeffer was one of the first people to provide evidence to the Allies that Jews were being 
deported to death camps. It takes readers from his privileged early childhood to the studies 
and travel that would introduce him to peace activists around the world—eventually putting 
this gentle, scholarly pacifist on a deadly course to assassinate one of the most ruthless 
dictators in history.  (Amazon.com) 

 



 

 
JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration camps 
looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other side of the world . . . 
 
ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and her family 
set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America . . . 
 
MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and destruction, 
he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe . . . 
 
All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers 
-- from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is always the hope of tomorrow. And 
although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and decades, shocking 
connections will tie their stories together in the end.  (Amazon.com) 
 

 

 
Being a teen is hard enough. But when you have autism--or when your brother or sister is 
struggling with the condition--life can be challenging. It's one thing when you're a kid in grade 
school, and a playdate goes south due to autism in a family. Or when you're a little kid, and a 
vacation or holiday turns less-than-happy because of an autistic family member. But being a 
teen with autism can get pretty hairy--especially when you're up against dating, parties, sports, 
body changes, school, and other kids who just don't 'get' you. In this powerful book, teenagers 
Ryan Elizabeth Peete and her twin brother, Rodney, who has autism, share their up-close-
and-personal experiences on what it means to be a teen living with autism. SAME BUT 
DIFFERENT, explores the funny, painful, and unexpected aspects of teen autism, while daring 
to address issues nobody talks about. SAME BUT DIFFERENT underscores tolerance, love, 
and the understanding that everybody's unique drumbeat is worth dancing to. (Amazon.com) 
 



 

 
Sierra Santiago planned an easy summer of  making art and hanging out with her friends. But 
then a corpse crashes the first party of the season. Her stroke-ridden grandfather starts 
apologizing over and over. And when the murals in her neighborhood begin to weep real 
tears... Well, something more sinister than the usual Brooklyn ruckus is going on. 
 
With the help of a fellow artist named Robbie, Sierra discovers shadowshaping, a thrilling 
magic that infuses ancestral spirits into paintings, music, and stories. But someone is killing 
the shadowshapers one by one -- and the killer believes Sierra is hiding their greatest secret. 
Now she must unravel her family's past, take down the killer in the present, and save the 
future of shadowshaping for generations to come. (Amazon.com) 
 

 

 
The year is 1908. Seventeen-year-old Rosalind Wallace’s blissful stay in England with her 
best friend, Cecily de Vere, ends abruptly when her father books Rosalind on the maiden 
voyage of his fabulous Transatlantic Express, the world’s first railroad to travel under the sea. 
Rosalind is furious. But lucky for her, Cecily and her handsome older brother, Charles, 
volunteer to accompany her home. 
  
But when Charles disappears and Cecily and her housemaid, Doris, are found stabbed to 
death in their state room, Rosalind finds herself trapped undersea, in a deadly fight to clear 
herself of her friend’s murder and to thwart a sinister enemy.  (Amazon.com) 
 

 

 

It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her mother 
had come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the arrival of a 
most disturbing stranger. 

"Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I just got caught in a downdraft 
and blown off course. Let me sit down for a moment, and then I'll be on my way. Speaking of 
ways, by the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract." 



A tesseract (in case the reader doesn't know) is a wrinkle in time. A Wrinkle in Time is the 
graphic novel version of the story of the adventures in space and time of Meg, Charles 
Wallace, and Calvin O'Keefe (athlete, student, and one of the most popular boys in high 
school). They are in search of Meg's father, a scientist who disappeared while engaged in 
secret work for the government on the tesseract problem.  (Amazon.com) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 


